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It was a fair inference that the second step was too well guarded
from every side, apart from its own smooth precipice.

From Everest, 1933

JAMES RAMSEY ULLMAN

Harris and Wager reached Camp VI at about 4 p.m. and there
found Smythe and Shipton, who, according to plan, had been
working their way up the mountain a day behind them. After a
brief rest and discussion of routes the first two continued their
descent, and the second team of climbers was left alone in the
bivouac in the oncoming darkness.

FRANK S. SMYTHE

No words can give any idea of our wretched existence in [the
little tent at a height of twenty-seven thousand four hundred feet.
The cooking arrangements -were inadequate, and the solid
methylated fuel took an hour or longer to melt a saucepan of
snow and then failed completely to raise it to the Boil, though
at that height it is almost possible to plunge the hands'in boiling
water, owing to the low temperature at which a liquid boils. It
was only with difficulty that we could force food down our sore
throats, and so lethargic were we that every movement, even
the simplest action cost us an enormous effort. It was all we could
do, for instancy to pull off our wind jackets, and once in our
sleeping-bags it was next to impossible to extricate ourselves, also
every movement, however small, made us gasp and gasp for
breath. It was a horrible night. The floor of the tent was steeply
inclined and I spent the night rolling on top of Shipton, whilst
Shipton spent the night in being rolled on by me.

We had hoped to attempt the summit next morning, but
when the day dawned there came yet another of those terrible
blizzards that rage on Mount Everest. We spent the day lying
in our sleeping-bags, wondering whether the monsoon had broken
and knowing full well that if it had our chances of retreating
safely were very small. There is no doubt that this enforced stay
at Camp Six resulted in a considerable deterioration of our
strength, for at that altitude acclimatisation is soon superseded
by deterioration, and it is doubtful whether a man could live for
more than four or five days at the outside without some artificial
aid in the form of oxygen.